
 
 

October 8, 2010 
 
Please join us! 
 
The Disability Voting Coalition believes now is the time to ask Auditor 
General Jack Wagner to conduct a “Performance Audit” of 
Pennsylvania’s compliance with the voter registration requirements of 
the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA).  We need your support.   
 
To have your organization endorse the request to conduct this 
Performance Audit, click on this link:  www.dvcpa.org/petition.asp 
Please act before October 20th so that we can include your 
organization’s name in the request to Auditor General Wagner. 
 
The NVRA requires all state-funded disability service agencies, plus 
agencies providing aging-related services, public assistance benefits, 
and others to regularly offer voter registration opportunities to the 
individuals they serve.   
 
According to the 2000 census, Pennsylvanians with disabilities account 
for over 20% of the voting age population of the state.  In 2009 the 
Pennsylvania Department of State reported receiving approximately 
361,000 new voter registrations – 20% of this amount would be around 
72,000.   
 
However, the registrations by disability agencies were shockingly lower 
than this amount: 

MH/MR agencies    14 
High School Special Ed  22 
Disability agencies  260 
Paratransit    181 
Aging-related services    99 
County Assistance Offices 1,412 



WIC Offices        910 
     2,898 

 
 

• Although the law requires that all high school students with disabilities 
be offered a voter registration opportunity at least once per year 
beginning at age 17 – 55 counties in Pennsylvania have had zero 
registrations by their school districts for the past four years in a row!   

 

• 43 counties have reported zero registrations by their MH/MR 
agencies for the past four years in a row! 

 
Zero is a very large number; it speaks volumes.  Zero, year after year, 
raises additional questions.   
 
The Disability Voting Coalition has been tracking Pennsylvania’s 
performance under the NVRA.  We believe there is evidence that 
vulnerable people with limited access to voter registration services are 
not getting voter registration services required by the NVRA.  A 
Performance Audit could answer whether voter registration services are 
actually missing in the majority of the state (as the data would suggest), 
or if they’re happening but not being reported.   
 
The time is now to answer these questions.  Justin Dart, the father of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act said, “Vote as if your life depends on it, 
because it does.”   
 
We call upon Jack Wagner to order a performance audit.  
 
[Go to the Auditor General’s web site for more information on 
Performance Audits: 
http://www.auditorgen.state.pa.us/Department/Info/Performance/ ] 
  


