
House Bill 1587 – ½ rent rebate 

 

Representative Chelsea Wagner has introduced House Bill 1587 – this bill would give 

fair and equal treatment to people in personal care homes on their rent rebates.   

 

Currently ½ of the rent rebates for people living in personal care homes are given to 

the personal care home operator.  No other landlord gets ½ their tenant’s rebate 

check.   

 

Representative Wagner’s bill would make it illegal for PCH operators to take ½ of each 

resident’s rent rebate check. 

 

Not only would House Bill 1587 treat personal care home residents fairly, but the 

current policy just doesn’t make any sense.   

 

How can DPW justify taking ½ of a person’s rebate check and giving it to someone 

else?  They say that personal care home residents get more than a roof over their 

head, they also get meals and personal care assistance, and that rent only covers half 

of their payment.   

 

But a single person on SSI pays approximately $200.00 rent if their landlord is a 

housing authority, or Section 8, any federally subsidized property – 30% of their 

adjusted gross income.   

 

A personal care home resident pays all of their income, except $85.00, to the PCH 

operator – 92% of their income.  So, one-half of the personal care home resident’s 

payment is $514!   



 

A person living in public housing pays $200; and a personal care home resident pays 

more than twice that amount – so why would they only get half their rent rebate 

check.  It makes no sense.   

 

Low income residents of Pennsylvania’s personal care homes must subsist on a 

monthly allowance of $85. This allowance has to cover all basic needs beyond meals, 

including medication and doctor co-pays, transportation, clothing and shoes, toiletries 

and personal items, snacks, haircuts, stamps and any recreation. If any group of people 

could use their full rent rebate, it is these extremely impoverished individuals! 

 

We call upon the PA House to bring this bill to a full floor vote and pass House Bill 

1587.  It is the right thing to do. 

 

(For more information contact Rachel Freund, Let Our Voices Be Heard, 1-877-391-

3820, x. 2002, rfreund@mhaac.net or Paul O’Hanlon, Disability Rights Network, 

pohanlon@drnpa.org  ) 


